The Horse Farms Open House 
Your participation in the Horse Farms Open House includes:

■  Information on your farm and what you have planned for visitors in the April issue of Pennsylvania Equestrian.

■  More extensive information, including directions and photos, on www.pennsylvaniaequestrian.com through 2010.

■  Promotion of the event and your participation to your local media and media throughout the region.  

■  Four coroplast Horse Farms Open House signs for your use in directing visitors to your farm.

■  Participants qualify for a 25% discount on all advertising (including classifieds) placed with Pennsylvania Equestrian in the March to December 2010 issues.
Agreement

Yes!  I would like to have my stable included in the 2010 Horse Farms Open House, to be held April 24 & 25.  I agree to provide information on my stable by completing and returning the enclosed “Horse Farms Open House Publicity Form” no later than March 12, 2010.  The Horse Farms Open House will be held Saturday, April 24 from 10 am to 4 pm, and Sunday, April 25 from 11 am to 4 pm.  

I hereby release and hold harmless Pennsylvania Equestrian and its owners, employees and management from any claims for injury or damage to persons or property in any way resulting from my participation in this event, including injury or damage resulting from the negligence of Pennsylvania Equestrian or its owners, employees or management.

I agree to distribute copies of the April issue of Pennsylvania Equestrian (to be mailed to the address below at no charge) at the event.  Distribution of any other equestrian publication is prohibited.

I agree to provide a link to www.pennsylvaniaequestrian.com on my web site. 

Signature ________________________________ Contact   ________________________________

Phone #s (for PE use) _______________________________________________________________

Stable Name ______________________________________________________________________

Mailing address ____________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________ State _________ Zip ____________________

E-mail ____________________________________ Website ________________________________

Please Return This Form No Later Than March 12, 

along with a check for $295 payable to Pennsylvania Equestrian. 

Mail to:  PA Equestrian, P. O. Box 8412, Lancaster, PA 17604 

Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted:  card # _____________________________  exp date ________

Questions?  Phone Stephanie Shertzer Lawson at (717) 509-9800.

or email steph@paequestrian.com
The Horse Farms Open House was first held in 1993 as a way to help people explore becoming involved with horses in their local area.  The genesis of Pennsylvania Equestrian, it continued for 10 years, drawing thousands of current and prospective horse owners to visit stables throughout PA and neighboring states.  Though we stopped holding the event six years ago, we still receive inquiries from people who want to attend.  Now that the internet has changed communication, we have decided to resurrect the event as a way to support stables at all levels, from the grassroots up, and to encourage more people to ride horses!
Here’s what your participation includes:

· Information about your farm in the April issue of Pennsylvania Equestrian.  This is the official information source for the Open House.  We print 12,000+ copies, each read by an average of 3.5 people. It is sent to our 4,500 subscribers, distributed at 425+ tack and feed stores in five states and sent to all participating stables.  
· Reserve early for additional promotion at Pennsylvania Horse World Expo.  The February issue of Pennsylvania Equestrian includes the official Horse World program and we staff the official Expo information booth Feb. 25-28.  Sign up by Jan. 30 and your farm will be there as well!
· Publicity for the event and your farm.  We are event marketing professionals with 30 years experience and current and past clients like the Pennsylvania National Horse Show, Pennsylvania Horse World Expo, The Laurels at Landhope International Combined Driving Event, Willowdale Steeplechase, and many more.  We will promote this event via the equestrian and mass media throughout the mid-Atlantic region.
· Visitors.  Farms in the past received 300 to 1,200 or more visitors for the Open House, both current horse owners looking for a specific service or horse, and newcomers to riding.
· Inclusion on the Pennsylvania Equestrian website throughout 2010.  More than 1,500 individuals a month visit www.pennsylvaniaequestrian.com.  We link to your website (and request that you link to ours) to provide you even greater exposure.
· Income.  Stables sell horses, from foals to seasoned campaigners, book their stallions, and get new students, boarders, and training clients.  Stables also generate immediate income the weekend of the Open House by charging for sample mini-lessons or pony rides, selling used tack or refreshments, or renting space to vendors.  The more hands-on activity you provide, the more visitors you can expect.
· Ongoing referrals.  We receive calls for information year-round from people looking for a particular breed of horse or kind of stable.  We refer when we can to farms that participate in the Horse Farms Open House.
· Discounts on advertising in Pennsylvania Equestrian throughout 2010.  Open House participants get a huge 25% discount on any ad – classified or display – in any issue, March 2010 through December 2010.  Want your ad at the Devon Horse Show, or in the homes of all Dressage at Devon competitors and spectators?  Want your ad at Harrisburg, Washington, Fair Hill and every other major event in the region?  Advertise with Pennsylvania Equestrian -- you’ll not only be all these places but you’ll save 25% too!
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In summary—you receive valuable promotion, new customers, the opportunity to generate income over the Open House weekend and beyond and big discounts on all the advertising you want to do for the rest of 2010 -- for just $295.

P. O. Box 8412, Lancaster, PA 17604 ( 717-509-9800 ( 717-509-2684 fax ( PAEquest@aol.com
www.pennsylvaniaequestrian.com
Past Participants Review

The Horse Farms Open House 

“We were looking back over what had worked for us over the years and the Open House was the best advertising we ever did.  We still have people coming to the farm saying they were here back in 1997.  It’s a busy time of year for us but it’s worth it.”

“There were so many people in the stallion barn you couldn’t fit another person.  It was a great turnout, with people from as far away as Altoona, State College, Reading and Lancaster.”

“The Open House was absolutely fantastic.  I sold my mini and some goats and got some new lessons.  We had a really big turnout both days.  You did a really lovely job for all the farms and I really appreciate the terrific write-up.  Thank you for all the hard work you have done on our behalf!

“The weekend was super.  We had approximately 500 people, and for my small farm that was a good number.  Through the pony rides, hay rides and mini-lessons we were able to make back what we spent.  The Morning Call photos were very special.  Thanks—see you next year!”

“We had a great Open House.  Several hundred people showed up and we enjoyed everyone.  Our barn is almost filled and we picked up a lot of new lesson clients.  We feel it was a complete success.”






“The first year we thought we’d have thirty or forty people show up, and we were stunned when over 1,200 people came to the farm.  We definitely saw a lot of economic benefit and had no qualms about signing up again.  I sold horses and doubled my lesson business, plus received a lot of exposure.”

“The Open House has been great for showing the local people an understanding of what we do here.  And we’ve had many more people come for lessons or come out to see about buying horses.”

“The Open House has definitely increased our sales over the years.”

“I think it’s the best advertising money we’ve ever spent.”

“I opened a new facility last winter.  The Horse Farms Open House filled it.”

Horse Farms Open House Publicity Form

The following information will be used to advertise your participation in the April issue of Pennsylvania Equestrian and on www.pennsylvaniaequestrian.com. If you choose to mail this form please also email the information to steph@paequestrian.com. Please be complete and accurate, check spelling and write out any abbreviations. DEADLINE:  March 1, 2010
Your name _________________________  Title ____________________________________________

Stable name _________________________________________________________________________

Stable Address  _________________________________website________________________________

City _________________ County ________________ State _________ Zip _____________________

Phone*  (         )  ______________________________  cell phone: ___________________________

Fax (     )  ___________________ E-mail __________________________________________

*For public’s use, especially the weekend of the Open House.

Your stable’s primary breed(s) and/or disciplines:

Describe your facility and services:

Describe your staff (including yourself) and their qualifications:

Do you have a lesson program?  If yes, describe it:

Do you offer boarding?  Describe what you offer boarders:

Do you offer stud service?  Describe your stallion(s) and breeding services.

Do you offer training?  Describe your training program, discipline, accomplishments, etc.

What are your stable’s most recent accomplishments?  (New instructor, national or state awards, etc.)  What is most special or unique about your operation?

What do you have planned for the Horse Farms Open House?  (sample lessons, demonstrations, discounts, etc.)

Of the things your stable does, what do you most want emphasized?

Which local newspapers, radio stations and/or TV stations would you like to have provide coverage for the Open House?  Please provide names, addresses and phone numbers and contacts if known.  The city name is required for us to track them down!
Please email your logo if you have one and a 200+dpi jpg photo to steph@paequestrian.com for our use.  Please identify all those in the photo and include a caption about what is happening in the photo. We cannot use copyrighted photos without the photographer’s permission.
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